






Medical matters

RICHARD KJAR 

Mr Kjar is an Orthopaedic Surgeon who was admitted to Fellowship of the Royal Australasian College of 
Surgeons in February 2007. In the last 12 months he has been in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada undertaking a 
fellowship in Hip and Knee Arthroplasty.

Over the past several years he spent a considerable amount of time in North East Victoria. From 
1999 onwards as an Intern, Orthopaedic Resident and Registrar at North East Health – Wangaratta and 
subsequently performed a locum as a consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon in 2007. Throughout this period, he 
enjoyed my time immensely. Mr Kjar is interested in all aspects of elective and emergency orthopaedic care, 
with a special interest in revision hip and knee replacement surgery. 

Mr Kjar and his family have happily settled in Wangaratta and are looking forward to many skiing, 
mountain biking, kayaking and hiking (or just outdoor) adventures in the beautiful North East.

Dr Rick McLean

Rick McLean is a consultant physician who plans to provide both general medicine and nuclear medicine 
services in Wangaratta from early July.

After completing an undergraduate medicine degree at the University of Sydney in 1978 he trained at 
Royal Prince Alfred and Prince of Wales Hospitals and received his FRACP (with subspecialty training in nuclear 
medicine) in 1985. Then he worked in southern Sydney and Wollongong as both staff specialist and VMO 
primarily in nuclear medicine for around 15 years. Over that period he was active in the Australian and New 
Zealand Association of Physicians in Nuclear Medicine (including as its president) and in the Royal Australasian 
College of Physicians on the training side including as Chief Censor, and as President of the Adult Medicine 
Division.

 In 2001 he opted for a period in academia and moved to Dubbo in western NSW to set up and run the 
University of Sydney’s Rural Clinical School, during which period he worked in general medicine at Dubbo Base 
Hospital and Dubbo Private Hospital.

In 2006 he took up a position as Principal Medical Adviser in medical education and workforce with the Commonwealth Department of Health 
and Ageing in Canberra to learn some skills in dealing with the bureaucracy. 

Now however he has decided that he wants to be a real doctor again and the position in Wangaratta, doing general medicine in a supportive 
environment and also replacing Mack Jost in nuclear medicine, has been altogether too attractive to refuse!

For relaxation he flies a Twin Comanche and plays golf badly!

New Permanent Physician to the Northeast

New Permanent Orthopaedic Surgeon for 
the NorthEast

Did you know?
•	 �Has 7% of inpatients self 

funding
•	 �Is a Tier 1 DVA contracted 

hospital so no approval 
required for DVA gold card 

•	 �Has a 4 bed High 
Dependency Area with 
fully monitored beds for 
post surgical and cardiac 
monitoring with a further 2 
monitored beds.

•	 �Performs Laparoscopic 
adjustable gastric banding

•	 �Is part of Ramsay Healthcare, 
the largest private hospital 
operator in Australia

•	 �Offers comprehensive pre 
admission and discharge 
planning services.

•	 �Offers sleep studies now 2 
nights a week

•	 �Has visiting Ear, Nose and 
Throat Surgeon Mr Bernie 
Lyons consulting and 
operating at Wangaratta 
Private Hospital on a 
monthly Basis.

•	 �Has visiting Plastic 
Surgeon Mr Stephen Flood 
consulting and operating at 
Wangaratta Private Hospital 
on a monthly basis.

Did you know that Wangaratta Private Hospital:
How to admit 
a patient
For a General Practitioner to have a patient admitted to 
Wangaratta Private Hospital they must either refer to a specialist 
or obtain admitting rights with the hospital.

In order to obtain admitting rights at Wangaratta Private 
Hospital please contact the Executive Office on 03 5722 2678 to 
obtain an application form and a copy of the Hospitals By-laws.

Wangaratta Private Hospital has a large number of 
credentialed General Practitioners with admitting and/or 
surgical assisting privileges at the hospital.   From time to time 
Specialists ask the hospital if we know of GPs with an interest in 
surgical assisting. If you are interested please contact CEO Chris 
Thompson to register that interest.


